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JULES    C      P      LADENHEIM 

LEVERETT     HOUSE     Ml 
CAMBRIDGE       MASSACHUSETTS 


Harvard  College 
August  4,1942 

Dr.  Louis  A;i-N Warren 

Director,  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir r 

I  think  you  may  be  interested  in  the  following  article 
written  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  prior  to  his  graduation  from 
Harvard  College.  The  material  was,  no  doubt,  supplied  by  his 
parents  and  is  unique  in  what  it  states  and  in  what  it  does 
not  state.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Robert 
Lincoln  mentions  the  name  of  his  maternal  grandmother  but 
does  not  mention  his  paterna."^  ancestor  idesplte  the  fact 
that  the  latter  would  be  of  greater  interest  to  his  reade^^s. 

I  know  very  little  of  my  father's  fami'^y-His  o;reat-grand- 
father  is  supposed  to  have  gone  from  Berks  Co.  Penn.  to 
Rockingham.  Co.  Virginia,  but  nothing  further  is  known  of  him- 
His  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky 
about  the/^ear  1782,  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  two-^years 
afterwards ,' leaving  three  sons:  Mordecai,  Josiah,  Q.nd  Thomas. 

Thomas  Lincoln  v/as  born  January  6th  1778- He  lived  on  the 
Frontier  all  his  life,  moving  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana,  ^nd 
thence  to  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  February,  1851,  leaving 
an  only  son... 

(He  then  proceeds^  to  review  his_^  father  '  s  life,  ment-^ '^nirg 
f'"^thing  with  which/we-  are  not  p.lready  ^scmiRinted) 

The  first  _member  of_  my  mother '  s  famil-^  --^f  whoT.  I  4!row 
.^aryt^ing^^/is  David  Todd ,  v/ho:  was  born  in -Ireland,  April  Bth  ^ 
•■SL723,~\and  emigrated  to  Berks  County",  Penna,  where  he  vi?as  a 
farme]>-He  moved  to  Lenttrcky  in  1784 ,  where  he  died  ^  in  the 
same  year  leaving  six .  children,  of  v/hom  the.-  fourth  was 
Levi  Todd,  who  vjas  educated  as  a  lawyer  in  Virginia  and  moved 
ta  Lentucky  in  1776-was  a  lieutenant  in  Clark's  Campaign  in 
Illinois  in  1778-Served  in  several  Indian  wars  north  of  the 
Ohio -Commanded  a  battalion  at  the'Battle  of  the  Blue  Licks, 
1782,  where  hi^s  brother  Col.  John  Todd  v/as  killed-Fe  succeeded 
Daniel  Boone  as  Colonel  and  became  aft-erwards  a  Brigadier 
and  then  a  Ma.jor-G-eneral-He  occupied  various  small  positions ,  ~ 
and  died  at  his  place  near  Lexington,  ^Ky,  in  1807, leaving 
eleven  children,  of  v\;hon  the  eighth  was  Robert  Smith  Todd, 
born  at  Lexington  Aug  11 th  1791-4ied  Aug-1849-  He  was  a 
lawyeir-His  _wif  e  was  Eliza^.Parker ,  who  died  in  1825-They  had 
a  large  family,  of  which  Mary  Todd ,  my  mother,  married 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1842. 


JULES    C.    P     LAD  EN  HE  I'M 

LEVERETT    HOUSE- i- 11 
J^AMBRlbGE       MASSACHUSETTS 


The  punctuation  in  the  preceding  is,  of  course,  that  of 
Robert  Line  olnl  The  article,  I  .think,  subs  t  ant  late  s  Mi^.-., Waldo 
Lincoln's  evidence  with  res_pect  to  the  birthday  of  Thomas 
Lincoln.  More  than  one  of  the  dates  in  the  Todd' genealogy  can 
bej  thought-  of"  a?  line ommon  and  they,  certainly  disagree  with 
those  given  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Barton's  Life  of  Abraham 
Lincoln^ . 

^ If  you  should  care  to  interprete  any  of  the  preceding 
material,  I  ^hould  be  extremely  delighted  to  hear  from  you. 


Respectful  137-  yo 


:^,PkS.  Do  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Lincoln^on 
May  30,1864,  the  subj.ect  of  which  is  a  tribute  to  Owen  Love  joy, 
The  letter  is. .addressed  to  Hon.-  John  H,  Bryant. 

-  J^; ,  ^^-^-'.  "r--^--   if'--"-'  ■" 


August  11,  i^'^a 


lb*,  ^ulQa  C.  P.  Lad^^sihdlB 
Leverett  Bouse  1<>11 
6sKSbBf'i6Q3g  Maegaohusetts 

My  deer  liE>,  Ladonhelmt 

It  secus  to  BO  tliat  tho  little  skotch  ^Tou  haTo 
dlscovorcKl  vrltten  lij  Bo^xi:  Lincoln  is  an  intfTaresting  one 
la&eed  and  ne  are  amlous  to  Imsm  iiih0t!hov  os*  »orb  it  could  be 
a  ;our^jd  in  jxfciotostat  csr  in  awp:  fa<^23»ll9  Bothod  of  veyeo* 

V<:r  vould  t6  V03*3r  gjad  Ind-ged  to  jaj''  f  oa?  aMsr  duplioa* 
tion  that  mlc^t'  V?  availablo  as  it  o^x--«s  to  u«  to  b  ?  ^uito  an 
iHlpartassi;  itoiij  ^ooei'bly  mk^  that  tdioiald  1>&  |nxt  in  |ft>j^  if 
yesniflidiois  }ni^^  be  gained  to  wlo  so* 

I  think  tkat  th<?73  v^ro  acnio  faots  abov^  patomal 
ttimaatvy  of  Abraboa  Lincoln  ita^lf  tbat  «oi*c  smtb^^r  basy 
la  bis  nisd  and  I  voiad  offer  tbo  aiKggoiftion  tbat  poesibl^r 
llbonas  Lincoln  hlmgalf  naa  not  ^mt  certain  abottb  bis  birtb  date 
«itb  rsspeot  to  tbe  jear  in  lAiiob  bo  nas  bsra  tbe  public  doou- 
nents  listing  bl«  at  gi  years  of  age  in  1797  an^  imply  tbat  ho 
HM  boom  in  1786  and  be  is  aoro  apt  to  taaTo  known  bis  Gomot 
a||«  then  than  be  nonild  at  tbe  tSsio  of  bis  death.    Tho  day  of 
bis  birtb^  Jbnuary  6,  is  probably  ooareot  although  the  dates 
Ttb,  SOth  and  30tb  of  ^asmry  are  also  mentiooE^d. 

You  night  r  ?fer  to  £&y  Lincoln's  JParontage  and  Child-* 
hood  Bago  kl  txff  a  disoussion  en  the  birtb  date  qt  Lincoln's 
fbtbor. 

Attaohod  to  this  letter  you  vill  pleas  ?  find  &  brief 
asBograpb  on  tbe  Todd  faaily  nhioh  you  nay  wish  to  hav&o^ 

Tory  truly  yours. 


LAV:WF  mrector 

L.A  .Warren 

Eno. 


October  21,  19^2 


Mr.  J.C.F.  LadoDhelm 
X-11  L«Yer«tt  Bou0« 
Cambridge,  Ifees. 

Mtjr  deer  Mr.  Ledenheln: 

It  vae  very  kind  of  you  Indeed  to  fometd  the 
photoatetlc  copies  of  the  Bobert  Lincoln  data  at  Harvard 
Ufelverelty, 

I  vlah  you  vould  let  mo  reimburse  you  for  the 
expenee  to  vhlch  you  ha^e  been  put  becauee  ve  vould  be 
delighted  indeed  to  take  oare  of  the  financial  obligation 
vhlch  vae  Incurred. 

Ve  feel  the  authoritlea  at  Harvard  vould  be  vllling 
to  allov  the  printing  of  the  autobiographical  eketch  of 
Bobert  Lincoln  in  a  future  isaue  of  Lincoln  Lore.     Of  course 
ve  vould  be  glad  to  give  credit. 

The  tvo  letters  to  the  President,  one  by  Hill  and 
the  other  by  Felton  are  all  of  exceed ingly  great  interest 
to  us. 

*Fhankii^y>u  again  for  your  kindness,  I  am 

Teiy  truly  yours. 


lAVtEB  Direcfor 


P.S.   -        X  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  reprlst  of  my  magazine 
article  in     the  Indiana  Msgaslne  of  History  vhlch  X  think  you 
vould  enjoy  reading. 

L.A.W. 


HARVARD  •  COLLEGE  •  LIBRARY 

CAMBRIDGE  •  MASSACHUSETTS 


NovemlDer  25,    1942 


Mr.   Louis  A.   Vlarren 

Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,    Indiana 

Dear  Mr.   Warren; 

Mr.  Ladenheira  "brought  us  your  letter  of  Octower  31st  regarding 
the  reproduction  of  Robert  Lee's  auto'bio graphical  sketch  from  the 
Class  Book  of  1864.   As  literary  executor  of  that  class,  I  am  glad 
to  give  my   permission  for  the  printing  of  the  sketch.   No  acknowledg- 
ment is  necessarj''  except  the  statement  of  the  location  of  the 
original. 

If  yx)ur  references  to  letters  "by  Presidents  Hill  pnd  Felton 
are  kept  in  our  -oossession  and  if  you  wish  to  print  ii\ot»,    it 
would  be  necessary  to  submit  a  formal  request  ^^^hich  I  can  pass  along 
to  the  President's  Office.   There  is  no  doubt  of  your  obtaining 
pennission  to  print  then  if  you  so  desire. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Custodian, 
CFStC  Harvard  University  Archives 


Dee«]ia)«r  B,  191t2 


Hbt,  Clifford  K,  Tipton,  Custodian 
B&rfard  X^ilTsrsltj  ArohlTta 
Harvard  Colltee  Xilteary 
Ccuabrldge,  Mfiss. 

My  dj^ar  2tr.  Shiptoni 

Tbaak  you  very  vooh  for  your  penolseloo  to  us*  ths  llttl* 
aatol>lograpMoltI  slsstoll  l»y  Bo)}«rt  Llnoola.     V&  rather  f«eX  It  Is 
vorthy  of  ft  and  bopo  to  Include  It  In  our 

publishing  -gv^^stmu^ 

'^nilX®  I  do  not  think  v&  vill  havs  oooaslon  tovBS  tbs 
letters,  "by  lh?9Bivj.-mta  Hill  and  Fcltoso  yet  ve  vill  keep  your  suggestloi 
in  mind  iritii  ref ezenee  to  pnq^orlng  f onaftl  rofussts  to  uss  thsn  If 
it  sSftiBS  dsslxtible* 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  oo^psrfttion  in  this  rsspsot, 
Z  am 

Very  truXy  yours. 


LAF:VI«  Dlrsotor 


0^l7<£if6/^<^^^-  ^^cc  f/^H-lu^  r//^/i^^\ 

S^^tCepi^     /z^^  ^^^rz^ ^^cjcY'    /J£ypi2  «/<s&^^^</    /L^c^  /M.^'^i^   ^^>^<^^<?!^:?t!i^^'7^-<2.^i^i^^ 
l4yu^^!^  /]M/ie^/^  :    /:x-^    ^,^  /H^-  /!^^^^^    /[/^  A^t^  £^fj7i>z^  i9n:^t^/~ ^^^z<.^J^i^ 

*^  A'2^:^/-   ^^^     <!V     €>7lA^    ^2^  C^^^-u^t^^ry^i--yy    /zA&^?^aA^^irHJ :  /^c^i^    cy 

C^xAe^ ,    /uA~i^z<^    ^7^  e^iy    /AjoA  /^^nyc  /?0^uicy  A^^'t-yrz.<^  A^/^^o^  ^2,  C^i^€    ^^^'^^i-tai^ 
ic/tA^  A.^-n<j .      r^e-   6^  ^:i-^.^-iA)  y  ^^n^&^^c^^<^^n.c^y    'p^a^j^    /2y>u)  /Aa^ae^piA'  ^irz4A^ 

OOt^^'t/Uy  •*      l^i^zA^    /^Ce^    /^iAt^Ac^     /fir  <^     6'C^€A^    ^^   S-^^ir^-py    /pt^t-ZXytt^^yiyL  e^2yC^,    Aj^" 

/z^  OT^.c^^A  ^Ciu^cA^  ^<Xy^>ic</A   '^^zrz)  - ^^..^^r^cf:?  A^    .        iAA^^f^^^^    ^^^^  ^^iCtncA/-  a^ 
l<Ayr)    cn^  cce^t)   '^Ary}^,   a^<n<^    1.<aAC  ^eA  ^^Je^  ^Ai-u^    o^ja/tA'^    A^^A^^^  ^^^-^^ 

ii^t^e^}^  An^A'  Aii^  A^:i^  '^tc  A^  A^iA^A^  a^  ■tfsA. 


/^7^  .  t^'!^'i)T'^PcAc<y^H^     Qo.  l^^C^/^, 


yy^^Ztf  A.'i'^a  ^^ty ,   ^-  ^, 


^K^  /U^    ^^<^^4-u.^<n<7 . 


^'yyi^M^^Aiiy/-  ^r/^'^ayyvrz^  ^^rzA/^e-. 


t 


Julerf  Q.  Lodenheim. 
I  1 1  Leverett  l1ou*re 
6ombtndg&,  Mcwv. 


Harvard  College 
March  21,1943^ 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  recently  come  across  the  follovi/ins 
article  in  the  Cambridge  Chronicle  of  November  3, 
1860,  and  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  correspond  wit^^ 
the  data  presented  in  Mr.  An^lefe  volume,  1  have 
taken  the  libert;y  of  sending:  it  on  to  you.  The 
ar-clcle  is  entitled  "Abraham  Lincoln  at  the  City 
Hall"  and  reads  as  follovjs: 


On  Thursday  evenin?  la?t,  we  had  occasion  to 
call  at  the  city  hall; we  found  a  large  crov/d  in 
attendance  and  our  v/orthv  mai^or  in  the  chair. 


All  persons  ore sent 


)eared  t'^  be  waiting  for 


someth^n-?"  or  ^'^meb^dy,  and  so  we  concluded  to 
wait  too,  and  see  whether  anything  transpired 
worth^r  of  being  "Chronicled".  Vie  v^ere  not  ob- 
liged to  wait  long.  The  mayor,  in  a  respectful 
manner,  but  v;ith  dignity  v/hi cr  never  forsakes 
him  under  any  circumstances,  and  in  an  emphatic 
tone,  called  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  No 


pT-blic  notice,  so  far 


■e  are  awa"!^-  .  ''^ad  beei 


-'ven  t  ;at  Mr.  Lincoln  won  Id  be  present.  Of  t.hi? 
howev'-^i  .  ■•-'■■  -"  -  '^ -^t    r'.-mplaln.  At  the  ^-l"'  ^ '''    \^  ^ 
-'aTie  the  biK^tle  of .  the  crov;c'  p-nPtlalJy  ?nt5^id'~'' 
-i-n/i  'ht^    r-tp  ,P'^  f'nr'ii'/ppd .  'rje  had  never  seen  him 
'■'•ef'^r^  -"  "'     "Tneroiis  pict'ures  in  the 

? hop- windows  beg.rin.-^:  the  na^e  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Som.e  of  these  pictures,  we  are  very  suspicious, 
are  mere  caricatures,  and  we  have  repeatedly 
heard  a  remark  to  the  effect  that  if  the  man  him- 
self resembles  his  pictures  he  will  never  be 
hanged  for  his  beauty, --a  vievt?  of  the  question  in 
Yi^^' c''^   ye   heartily  concur.  At  last  we  stood--there 
was  no  chance  for  a  seat; the  crowd  was  very  large- 
face  to  face  with  Abraham  Lincoln.  There  was  not 
a  single  cheer  at  his  appearance,  and  the  great 
audience  v/as  as  orderly  as  a  funeral  in  a  church 
meetin.p-.  We  have  intim.ated  that  we  disbelieve  in 
the  f  ■  ■  i  ^'■fT']  ness  of  the  pictures--or  rather  the 
caricatures;  and  we  have  seen  no  cai.ise  to  change 
our  views  in  this  respect.  We  could  not  discover" 
-^Insle  feature  in  the  man  before  us  which  resem- 
bled the  pictures  in  any  particular.  The  mayor 
direct e'^  ^"^r.  Lincoln  to  hold  up  his  right  hand. 
An  oath  was  solemly  repeated;  the  words  we  do ^ nor 
:^em_ember:  but  then  was  something  said  about  his 
qualifacations.  The  q^alif  ac^^ti  ^ns  of  Abra^-am 
Lincoln  had  been  the  prominent  question  before 
the  people  of  f^ese  states  for  several  months 
oast:  it  had  been  discussed  with  sreat  warmth  and 
zeal:  ano  almost  ever^y  possible  conclusi-^n  had 
been' at  in  regard  to  it".  Some  very  intelligent  -neai 
have  regar^ded  the  prospective  elevation  of  I.lr. 
I,incoln'to  the  presidency  as  the  greatest  cala>^ity 
which  could  befall  the  nation,  while  others  of 
equal  intelligence  have  looked  forward  to  the 


Juierf  Q.  Lodenhewn 
I  1 1  Leverett  Moucre 
QambeidQo,  Mcwtf. 

event  cus  the  greatest  oolitical  blesslnp;  which 
coi:ild.  be  RecTired  to  the  republic.  Biit  at  last  the 
qne?tions  of  the  qualif acations  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  to  be  determined  by  the  Mayor.  Vtoether  Mr.  Lin- 
coln and  the  Mayor  belon^x  to  the  same  political  par- 
ty we  do  not  know,  oi^t  the  mayor  appeared  to  be  per- 
fer'tly  satisfied  v.^ith  the  examination,  bnt  suggested 
that  fi.irtber  questions  mla;ht  be  put,  if  others  were 
not  satisfied.  It  appeared  from,  the  testimony  on  Mr. 
Lincoln  that  he  had  been  a  resident  of  Cam.bridge 
six  months,  had  resided  in  the  State  one  year,  had 
paid  his  taxes  lihe  an  honest  man,  was  a  native  born 
American  citizen,  and  could  read  and  v;rite  and  de- 
sired to  have  his  nam.e  placed  on  the  list  of  votors. 
This  desire  was  acceded  to,  and  Mr.  Jowles(?)  in- 
stantly entered  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the 
list.  Whether  Mr.  Lincoln  will  vote  for  him.self ,  or 
whether  in  imlLation  of  the  father  of  his  country 
he  will  pair  off  with  one  of  his  opponents  we  are 
not  informied.  A  few  days  will  determiine  the  politica' 
fate  of  a  prominent  aspirant  for  the  presidency. 


I  think  it  orobable  that  the  reporter  was  some- 
what confuted,  don't  y^u?  I  have  sent  it  because  1 
-thought  you  migrt  like  to  see  it. I  think  it  1p 
possible  that. I  can  procure  a  photograph  of  R.T. 
Lincoln  taken  in  1864  for  class  records.  It  is  a 
fnll-faced  portrait  and  I  do  not  belive  that  I  have 
ever  seen  it  before.  If  you  would  care  to  have  it, 
I  tbink  the  library  will  coneent  to  having  a  c^py 
made  of  it. 


About  a  half  yeiir  a^.o  yon  Mjvote    that  yoij  had 
placed  my  name  on  the  mailin?:  li?t  of  the  '^■n'^r>r iters 
to  the  Lincoln  Lore,  and  yon  "ore  kind  enough  to 
send  me  a  few  copies  which  *^,iy'*^u b  1  i ? h e d  in  the 
past.  I  donot  believe  that  T  have  received  any  copi 
since  tnen.  Is  it  perhaps  bscavKse  the  publication 
has  been  discontinued? 


I  have  recently  come  across  a  pamphlet (private- 
ly published  by  a  resident  of  Y»ashington,D.  C.  in  the 
tv.;enties)  which  refutes  a  nev;spaper  article  printed 
'n  the  VJashington  papers  of  a  woman  who  claimed  thai 
=^he  was  married  in  the  "'hite  House  in  the  presence 

Lhe  President  because  her  soldier-fiancee  and 
she  v/ere  unable  to  procure  the  service^^.  of  a  Tiinist- 
er.  This  is  the  same  story  which  appears  in  "The 
'Har   Years"  and  the  pamphlet  presents  documentary 
evidence  that(l)  the  woman  v;as  not  married  in  the 
White  House,  but  in  the  White  House  Hotel  and(2) 
her  fiancee  vms  a  confederate  soldier  who  had  de- 
serted.etc.  If  you  do  not  alre-i^dy  know  of  the  pam- 
phlet, I  ^-hcill  be  gald  to  furnish  you  with  a  more 
detailed  description  of  the  contents. 

I  was  sorr^v^  to  learn  of  tne  discontinuation  of 
the  publication  of  The  Kinsman  =sa^  anxiously  await 
its  revival  at  some  future  time. 


Re-^pectfully  ynnrs, 


^^.iaJL^ 


QJL^^JLi^-^^^^--' 


March  29,  19't3 


111  Loverott  Eoue© 
Harvard  College 
Csmlt)ridgo,  Masfii. 

Peer  Mr.  LadsnhQlm: 

Aftsr  tiidi  aaay  tiae  fSYors  youi  have  ehovn  me  It  Is 
vlth  a  very  deop  sens^  of  i'^^^r^t  that  1  learn  you  bave  not 
"been  recolrlag  Lincoln  lore.     I  have  edch  "bacfr  numbera  es 
ara  aTellal)l0  gathered  aw!  fgrwerdad  tc  you  undai-  eQper»te  cover. 
I  can  assure  ycu  tills  tl«>«  tiiat  your  uarce  certainly  vlll  get 
oij  cur  niailliig  list, 

I  txsi  ospoclally  i.ritei'waiiod  in  the  little  eiX'f^erpt 
c«tlt].9d  ■'/i'hx'shEis  Llnooin  ti,.    jhe  City  l&ll"  vhloh  ie  en 
Irjtereatltig  slaioborj  the  Pi'eaiderit  end  we  are  very  glad  to 
hare  it. 

The  toolilet  entitled  "The  Other  ^?hlte  Houee"  by  ffarnsen 
le  already  in  Dirt-  collect  ton  and  I  think  that  le  the  paicphlet 
ycu  refer  to  in  your  letter.     If  not,  and  you  Vnov  of  acae 
dlacusalon  other  then  tfcet  by  L.E.   CarBier.,  ve  will  be  pleased 
to  learn  the  name  oJf  thsi  va^nphlet  and  the  publisher^ 

Moat  certainly  ne  vould  be  pleased  to  have  a  photograph 
of  Bcb-art  LlniSoln  at  tho  time  he  gratiuatai  frow  'B^x-ravd  ^n^  -we 
vlll  be  plaeeed  to  retffiburee  you  for  having  euch  s  photosraph 
laade. 

Very  tnily  yours. 


IAWjBB  Director 
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ROBERT    LINCOLN'S    GENEALOGY 


Preliminary  to  the  opening  the  much  publicized 
Abraham  Lincoln  manuscripts  this  week-end  at  the 
Library  of  Congress  it  seems  timely  indeed  to  make 
available  an  unpublished  autobiographical  sketch  of  the 
donor,  Robert  Lincoln,  and  also  present  a  brief  unpub- 
lished biography  of  the  President  written  by  this  same 
Robert  Lincoln,  the  chief  executive's  only  son  to  reach 
maturity. 

The  manuscripts  containing  the  autobiography  and  the 
sketch  are  in  holograph  form  and  preserved  in  the  Class 
Book  of  1864.  The  custodian  of  the  Harvard  University 
archives  granted  the  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  the  permis- 
sion to  publish  these  writings  and  this  seems  to  be  the 
proper  time  to  release  them.  We  are  under  obligation  to 
Mr.  Jules  C.  P.  Landenheim  for  first  calling  our  attention 
to  these  university  treasures. 

The  limited  space  allowed  by  Lincoln  Lore  vrill  permit 
no  more  than  a  careful  copy  of  the  documents  made  from 
photostats  of  the  originals.  In  the  near  future,  the 
Foundation  will  make  available  a  brochure  submitting 
facsimiles  of  the  holograph  writings  and  the  statements 
of  Robert  Lincoln  carefully  annotated  for  corrections. 
The  original  manuscript  appears  on  pages  481,  482  and 
483  of  the  Class  Book  and  in  the  following  order  without 
caption. 

I  know  very  little  of  my  father's  family.  His  great- 
grandfather is  supposed  to  have  gone  from  Berks  County, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  but 
nothing  further  is  known  of  him.  His  son,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  about  the 
year  1782  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  two  years  after- 
wards, leaving  three  sons,  Mordecai,  Josiah  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  Lincoln  was  born  January  6th,  1778.  He  lived 
on  the  Frontier  all  his  life,  moving  from  Kentucky  to 
Indiana,  and  thence  to  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  February, 
1851,  leaving  an  only  son, 

Abraham  Lincoln,  my  father.  He  was  born  Feb.  12, 
1809,  at  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  and  accompanied  his 
father  to  Illinois.  His  father  was  poor  and  unable  to  give 
him  an  education.  He  however  studied  by  himself  and 
finally  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  to  become  a  land- 
surveyor,  in  which  occupation  he  was  engaged  for  several 
years.  During  the  intervals  of  his  labor  he  studied  law, 
but  was  interrupted  in  this  by  the  Black  Hawk  War,  in 
which  he  served  as  a  Captain  of  Cavalry.  After  the 
Treaty  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Legisla- 
ture, and  having  served  his  term,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  at  Springfield  which  he  continued  until 
1860.  During  this  time,  he  made  himself  well-known 
throughout  the  State  by  his  speeches  as  a  Whig,  and 
after  the  dissolution  of  that  party,  as  a  Republican.  He 
was  defeated  as  a  candidate  for  the  U.  S.  Senate  in  1858 
by  the  late  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  was  elected  President 
of  the  United  States  in  1860.  [and  reelected  Nov.  8,  1864. 
(Class  Sec.)]. 

The  first  member  of  my  mother's  family  of  whom 
I  know  anything  is  David  Todd,  who  was  bom  in  Ireland, 
April  8th,  1723,  and  emigrated  to  Berks  County,  Penna., 
where  he  was  a  farmer.  He  moved  to  Kentucky  in  1784, 
where  he  died  in  the  same  year  leaving  six  children,  of 
whom  the  fourth  was  Levi  Todd,  who  was  educated  as  a 
lawyer  in  Virginia  and  moved  to  Kentucky  in  1776,  was 
a  lieutenant  in  Clark's  Campaign  in  Illinois  in  1778, 
served  in  several  Indian  wars  north  of  the  Ohio,  com- 
manded a  battalion  at  the  Battle  of  the  Blue  Licks,  1782, 
where  his  brother,  Col.  John  Todd,  was  killed.  He 
succeeded  Daniel  Boone  as   Colonel  and  became  after- 


wards a  Brigadier  and  then  a  Major  General.  He  occupied 
various  small  official  positions,  and  died  at  his  place 
near  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  1807,  leaving  eleven  children  of 
whom  the  eighth  was  Robert  Smith  Todd,  born  in  Lexing- 
ton Aug.  11th,  1791,  died  Aug.  1849.  He  was  a  lawyer. 
His  wife  was  Eliza  Parker,  who  died  in  1825.  They  had 
a  large  family  of  which  Mary  Todd,  my  mother,  married 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1842. 

I  was  born  on  the  first  of  August,  1843,  at  Springfield, 
Illinois.  I  followed  the  usual  pursuits  of  infancy  and 
childhood  there,  until  I  was  four  years  old,  when  I  was 
taken  by  my  parents  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  my  father 
being  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Of  my  life  at  Washington  my  recollections 
are  very  faint.  The  following  winter,  (1848-9)  I  lived 
with  my  grandfather  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  after  that 
time  I  resided  at  Springfield  until  I  came  East  to  enter 
College.  I  have  a  dim  recollection  of  being  under  the 
slipper-guardianship  of  a  school-mistress  until  1850,  when 
I  became  a  pupil  at  the  Academy  of  a  Mr.  Estabrook  & 
under  his  instruction  I  remained  for  three  years.  At  this 
time  there  had  been  founded  at  Springfield  an  Institution 
of  Learning  called  the  "Illinois  State  University,"  at 
which  I  was  placed  and  remained  until  the  summer  of 
1859.  This  "University"  had,  I  believe,  four  instructors. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Reynolds  being  the  President.  The  government 
was  very  easy,  and  we  did  just  what  pleased  us,  study 
consuming  only  a  very  small  portion  of  our  time.  The 
Classics  were  divided  as  at  College,  and  when  I  left  I  was 
about  to  enter  the  Senior  Class.  I  became  aware  that  I 
could  never  get  an  education  in  that  way  and  resolved 
to  enter  Harvard  College,  assuming  that  there  would  be 
no  trouble  in  doing  so,  in  which  idea,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
say,  I  was  very  much  mistaken.  On  being  examined  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  a  fabulous  number  of  conditions 
which  precluded  my  admission.  I  was  resolved  not  to 
retire  beaten,  and,  acting  under  the  advice  of  President 
Walker,  I  entered  the  well-know  Academy  of  Exeter, 
N.  H.  I  went  to  Exeter,  hoping  to  enter  the  Class  prepar- 
ing to  enter  College,  the  next  July,  as  Sophomores.  The 
worthy  Principal,  Dr.  Soule,  soon  convinced  me  of  the 
vanity  of  my  aspirations  and  I  was  obliged  to  enter  the 
Subfreshman  Class.  My  life  at  Exeter  was  characterized 
by  little  worth  noting,  except  perhaps  a  flight  from 
Justice,  who  pursued  me,  in  the  shape  of  a  policeman 
all  over  the  flourishing  village,  for  having,  in  company 
with  others,  committed  sundry  depredations  on  the  prop- 
erty of  various  citizens.  Filthy  lucre,  also  the  root  of  all 
evil,  proved  a  great  blessing  in  the  present  case,  and  we 
all  got  off  by  paying  damages. 

After  the  commencement  in  1860,  I  was  able  to 
inform  my  father  that  I  had  succeeded  in  entering 
College  without  a  Condition — quite  a  change  from  the 
previous  year.  My  life  in  College  has  been  very  pleasant 
and  has  had  no  interruptions.  I  have  studied  enough  to 
satisfy  myself  without  being  a  "dig."  I  have  chummed 
during  the  whole  of  my  course  with  Fred  P.  Anderson 
of  Cincinnati,  occupying  during  Freshman  year,  rooms 
at  Pasco's  corner  of  Main  and  Linden  Sts.  Sophomore 
and  Junior  years,  Stoughton  22 — Senior  year  Hollis  25. 

In  my  Sophomore  Year  I  was  a  member  of  the 
"Institute  of  1770,"  and  was  "Editor"  for  one  Term. 
Dvuring  the  same  year  I  also  belonged  to  a  Secret 
Society.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Second  Term  of  Junior 
Year,  I  became  a  member  of  the  "Hasty  Pudding  Club," 
and  was  Vice-President,  first  term  Senior. 

Upon  leaving  College  I  intend  to  study  law  and  shall 
in  all  probability  follow  it  as  a  profession. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


■4 

o«r%a 
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MfiQT  23,  1948 

Colli0r>a  lUt&sa^n* 
2S0  Park  ^Urauoo 

C<«95?lyiiig  witii  jronr  t^er^ihone  coirrerjtettion  of  yesterdsgr 
I  hasten  to  enoXoso  vit^i  this  Xettar  pliotostat  cKrplas  of  the  hiotproniiic^ 
ika^eh  in  Va»  Harvard  Class  Book  of  1B64  \/rlttan  in  Robert  Xdiicoln*s  ami 

A  'briof  lutrodostorsr  Is  attaoSxed  as  ^11  as  aamPBl 
notations  whldti  corrset  sdstal^^s  in  the  t«sct« 

Oils  eops"  eeay  or  laa^'  sot  1»  usod  as  to  Sftmr  diasretioa* 

Tflxile  the  iDOrintod  cajy  of  the  sketch  has  ^^eared  in  Lincoln  Irf>re,  Ifuiabor 
954»  it  has  never  received  wide  clitsttlatlon  and  has  not  heer  T^iiblished 
in  facsimile. 

Alitached  ir<m  wilT,  also  find  a  iiniqiie  i^otc^rscjh  of 
Vte»  Liaceln  azkl  one  of  Hol>^rt  Lincoln,  largaly  is^moun.  tak»n  about  the 
tiae  the  sketch  vas  ]:arQi>arod«     tEhese  are  lacErely  snggestioiis  f (wr  illustra- 
ting the  sketeh  if  70U  plan  to  use  it* 

!Eha  copy  of  Lincoln  Lare,  959,  which  I  «nclos»  hring 
tlie  discussion  of  the  IHcholas  ItaPray  Butler  article  with  respea^  to  the 
Lincoln  collection  vhich  ni^t  he  of  interest  to  you  for  sose  fature       „ 
discussion,  or  coiild  "be  fes^it  in  nind  in  yoiir  visit  to  Ilancdiester* 

inythine  'i«  oi^t  do  to  3ati«E^  l^.  Beck's  desire  tar 
Lincoln  aiatoriaX,  we  vUl  he  ha^)y>y  to  put  forth  the  effort* 

Very  truly  yours* 
LAIftMN  mrector 


A  siDmJH  o^*  jmtMm  lijigouj  m  his  soi,  nmms 
Xiouis  A*  vrarran 


Xbrahasi  LlnooXn  for  Eiore  thou  a  q.tiartQr  of  a  oontury  has  been  ealled 
the  aost  wittan  about  Individual  in  world  hi3tory«— with  th©  essepticm  of 
certain  biblical  oharaotera*    Tot,  after  nearly  ninety  years  of  intensive 
T&nBseechf  about  him»  Oo^ier^  s  %&  able  to  reprod^e  for  the  first  time  a 
faesialle  of  a  bio^^*aphioal  sketeh  of  the  Bpeeident  by  his  own  aont  Hobert 
IDodd  liiiKQola*    tltltil  the  diaoovery  of  this  oaitisoript  apparently  no  one 
had  ev^r  g^xmised  that  this  son  of  the  presldeatt  so  retioent  to  agrpear 
on  3>ro{p»ais»8  honoring  his  fatlior,  while  a  sflaiior  at  Haxvard  UniTersity 
wrote  in  the  Class  Book  for  1864  a  brief  hie  tory  of  both  his  father*  s  and 
Biother*s  families*     Bobert  also  added  a  brief  notation  about  his  own 
eduoatlonal  baol^^mind  previous  to  his  entering  Harvard  and  soste  of  titMi 
student  aotlvities  in  idiieh  ho  was  en^;a^od.     Hobert  was  inaoctirate  in 
same  of  his  statesnents  v^loh  are  oorreoted  in  the  following  annotations* 

(1)  Bie  President's  sreat*»grandfath«r  was  nasiGd  John,  bom  in  Usw  Jersey, 
Hay  3,  1716,  the  oldest  son  of  I^rdeoai  and  Sarah  Salter  Lincoln. 

John  nustrried  Hebeooa  Howsrs  Horris  in  Pennsylv^oiia  and  about  1865 
rezooved  to  Virginia* 

(3)  !She  grandfather  j^raham  was  imssacrod  in  !^  1786  and  left  in  addition 
to  the  three  sons,  two  dau^ters* 

(2)  ThcHoas  Lincoln  is  noted  on  a  manusoript  dated  1796  as  being  1*21  years 
older.  ••    He  mast  have  been  bom  aa  early  as  1786» 

(4)  OJhe  family  Bible  records  the  death  as  of  January  15,  1851. 

(5)  Ohe  President  was  bom  about  15  miles  from  Slizabethtown  iidiioh  was 
the  county  seat  of  Hardin  County.     55ie  fourteen  years  (181&-1330) 
residence  of  hi  a  father  in  Indiana  before  he  removed  to  Illlnoii 
is  not  mentioned* 


(6)  ibrahara  attended  two  erubaorlptlon  noho ols  in  Kantuoky  and  thro« 
in  Indiana* 

(7)  He  did  not  "b&gin  4iM  to  study  lax/  until  after  he  served  in  the  Black 
Haci^  War* 

(8)  Lincoln  vas  admit  ted  to  the  'bar  in  1837  dtzring  his  second  torn  in 
the  legislature  vihere  he  served  continusouly  (four  terras)  from  1834 
to  1843* 


d 


I  kaow  rery  little  of  my  father's  family.  His  great-grand- 
father is  supposed  to  hare  gone  from  Berks  Co*  Penn.  to  Hockingham  Co. 
Virginia,  "bmt  nothing  further  is  known  of  him.  His  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  ani- 
grated  from  Virginia  to  Kentjtcky  about  the  year  1782  and  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  two  years  afterwards,  leaving  three  sons,  Mordeoai,  Josiah  and  !i?homa8* 

Thomas  Lincoln  was  born  January  6th  1778.  He  lired  on  the 
Frontier  all  his  life,  aoring  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana,  and  thence  to  Illinois, 
where  he  died  in  Februairy,  1851,  learii  g  an  only  son. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  my  father.  He  was  born  Feb.  12,  1809  at 
iElizabethtown,  Kentticky  and  accompanied  his  father  to  Illinois.  His  father  was 
poor  and  un;able  to  give  him  an  education.  He  however  studied  by  himself  and 
finally  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  to  become  a  land  surveyor,  in  which 
occupation  he  was  engaged  for  several  years.  During  the  intervals  of  his 
labor  he  studied  law,  but  was  intermpted  in  this  by  the  Black  Hawk  Vfar,  in 
which  he  served  as  a  Captain  of  Cavalry*  After  the  Treaty  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature,  and  having  served  his  term,  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  at  Springfield  which  he  continued  until  1860.  During  this 
time,  he  made  himself  well-known  throu^out  the  State  by  his  speeches  as  a 
Vfhig,  and  after  the  dissolution  of  that  party,  as  a  Republican.  He  was  de- 
feated as  a  candidate  for  the  U.  S.  Senp.te  in  1858  by  the  late  Stephen  A. 
]>juglas,  and  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States  in  1860  (&  reelected 
E^ov.  8,  1864.  Class  See.)* 


Xhd  first  maai'ber  of  niy  mother'  s  family  ox  whom  I  know 
anything  is  David  Todd,  who  was  "bom  in  Ireleaid,  April  8th,  1723,  and  emigrated 
to  Berks  Co^ty,  Penna. ,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  He  moved  to  Kentucky  in  1784, 
where  he  died  in  the  same  year  leaving  aiz  children,  of  whom  the  fourth  was 
Levi  Todd,  who  was  educated  as  a  lawyer  in  7irginia  and  moved  to  Kentucky  in 
1776,  was  a  lieutenant  in  Clark's  Campaign  in  Illinois  in  1778,  served  in 
several  Indian  wars  north  of  the  Ohio,  commanded  a  hattallon  at  the  Battle  of 
the  Blue  Licks,  1782,  v^here  his  "brother  Col.  John  Todd  was  killed.  He  succeeded 
Daniel  Boone  as  Colonel  and  beceae  afterwards  a  Brigadier  and  then  a  Major 
General.  He  occupied  various  small  official  x>osltions,  and  died  at  his  place 
near  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  1807,  leaving  eleven  children  of  whom  the  ei^th  was 
Robert  Smith  Todd,  horn  in  Lexington  Aug.  11th,  1791,  died  Aug.  1849.  He  was 
a  lawyer.  His  wife  was  Eliza  Parker,  who  died  in  1825.  They  had  a  large 
family  of  which  Mary  Todd,  my  mother,  marriedAhrahaa  Lincoln  in  1842. 


I  was  tiOTn   on  the  first  of  Aagast,  1843  at  Springfield, 
Illinois.  I  followed  the  usual  pursuits  of  infancy  and  childhood  there,  until 
I  was  four  years  old,  when  I  was  taken  "by  oy  parents  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
ay  father  being  at  that  time  a  nember  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Of  my 
life  at  Vfashington  say  recollections  are  very  faint.  !Ehe  following  winter, 
(1848-9)  I  lived  with  my  grandfather  at  Lexington,  Ky,  and  after  that  time  I 
resided  at  Springfield  until  I  caaie  F«.st  to  enter  College.  I  have  a  dim 
recollection  of  being  under  the  sllpper-guardianshlp  of  a  school-mistress  until 
1850,  when  I  became  a  pupil  at  the  Acad^ny  of  a  Mr.  Estabrook  and  under  his 
instruction  I  remained  for  three  years.  At  this  tine  there  had  been  founded 
at  Springfield  an  Institution  of  Learning  called  the  "Illinois  State  University," 
at  which  I  was  placed  and  remained  until  the  summer  of  1859.  Ilhie  "University* 
had,  I  believe,  four  instructors,  Dr.  W.  A,  Reynolds  being  the  President. 
The  government  was  very  easy,  and  we  did  Just  what  pleased  us,  study  consuming 
only  a  »ery  smsJLl  portion  cf  our  time.  The  Classics  were  divided  as  at  College, 
and  when  I  left  I  was  about  to  enter  the  Senior  Class.  I  became  aware  that  I 
could  never  get  an  education  in  that  *i^y  and  resolved  to  tnter  Harvard  Collage, 
assTiming  that  there  woxild  be  no  trouble  In  doing  so,  in  which  Idea,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say,  I  v;as  very  much  aiistakew.  On  being  examined  I  iiad  the 
honor  to  receive  a  fabulous  number  of  conditions  which  precluded  my  admission. 
X  was  resolved  not  to  retire  beaten,  and,  acting  under  the  advice  of  President 
Walker,  I  entered  the  well-fcnovn  Academy  at  Sxeter,  U.  H.  I  \irent  to  Sxeter, 
hoping  to  enter  the  Class  preparing  to  enter  College,  the  next  July,  as 
Sophomores.  She  worthy  Principal,  Dr.  Soule,  soon  convinced  me  of  the  vanity 
of  my  aspirations  and  I  was  obliged  to  enter  the  Subfreshman  Glass.  My  life  at 


Sseter  was  characterized  \>j   little  worth  noting,  except  perhaps  a  flight  from 
Justice,  who  pursued  me.  In  the  shape  of  a  policeman  all  over  the  flourishing 
Tillage,  for  haying,  in  cocipany  with  others,  committed  sundiy  depredations  on 
the  property  of  various  citizens.  Filthy  lucre,  also  the  root  of  all  evil, 
proved  a  great  "blessing  in  the  present  case,  and  we  all  got  off  "by  paying 
charges. 

After  the  coaunencenent  in  1860,  I  was  ahle  to  inform  my 
father  that  I  had  suisceeded  in  entering  College  without  a  Condition  -  quite  a 
change  from  the  previous  year.  %  life  in  College  has  "been  very  pleasant  and 
has  had  no  interruptions.  I  have  studied  enough  to  satisfy  myself  without  being 
a  "dig."  I  have  chummed  during  the  whole  of  my  course  with  Fred  P.  Anderson 
of  Cincinnati,  occupying  during  S^eshman  year,  rooms  at  Pasco's  corner  of  Main 
and  Linden  Sts.  Sophomore  and  Junior  years,  Stoughton  22  -  Senior  year  Hollis 
25. 

In  my  Sophomore  Tear  I  was  a  member  of  the  "Institute  of 
1770,  ••  and  was  "Editor**  for  one  Term.  During  the  same  year  I  also  belonged  to 
a  Secret  Scoiety.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Second  Term  of  Junior  Year,  I  became 
a  member  of  tne  "Hasty  Pudding  Club,"  and  was  Vice-President,  first  term 
Senior. 

Upon  leaving  College  I  intend  to  study  law  and 
shall  in  all  probability  follow  it  as  a  profession. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


Sept.  5,  1864,  Untered  th©  Harvard  Ijaw  School* 

Feb.  20,  1865  Entered  the  V,   S.  Servloe  as  Capt.  &  A.A.O, 

on  the  Staff  of  Lieut.  Gen'l.  Grant.  Resigned  April  31,  1835.  Soon  after  leaving 

the  Arsoy  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Chioa^. 


Diad  July  2G,  1^36. 
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